
New book published in January 2013… 
 

Christian Lives Given to the Study of Islam 
Edited by Christian W. Troll and C. T. R. Hewer 

 
 
This book captures the autobiographical reflections of twenty-eight Christian 
men and women who, in the wake of the Second Vatican Council and 
movements within the World Council of Churches, committed their lives to the 
study of Islam and to practical Christian–Muslim relations in new and irenic 
ways. Their contributions come from across the spectrum of the Western 
church and record what drew them into the study of Islam, how their careers 
developed, what sustained them in this work and salient milestones along the 
way. Their accounts take us to twenty-five countries and into all the branches 
of Islamic studies: Qur’an, Hadith, Shari’a, Sufism, philology, theology, and 
philosophy. They give fascinating insights into personal encounters with Islam 
and Muslims, speak of the ways in which their Christian traditions of spiritual 
training formed and nourished them, and deal with some of the 
misunderstandings and opposition they have faced along the way.  In an 
analytical conclusion, the editors draw out themes and pointers towards future 
developments.  
 
This is the considered contribution of a unique generation to the state of 
Christian-Muslim engagement today. 
 
Contributors (in order of seniority by year of birth): 
Kenneth Cragg    
The tents of Kedar 
 
Maurice Borrmans 
Following a path of dialogue 
 
Sigvard von Sicard 
God-consciousness 
 
Lucie Pruvost 
Called from my mother’s womb 
 
Jan Slomp 
A life between Church and Islam: seeking true discernment 
 
David B. Burrell 
A philosophical-theologian’s journey 
 
 



Arij Roest Crollius 
A pilgrimage amongst the treasures of Islamic traditions 
 
Etienne Renaud 
Seeking a theological encounter 
 
Michael Fitzgerald 
Engaging in Christian-Muslim relations: a personal journey 
 
Jean-Marie Gaudeul 
All over the world, the Spirit is moving 
 
Paul Jackson 
Synchronised spiritualities 
 
Christian W. Troll   
On being a servant of reconciliation 
 
Christiaan van Nispen tot Sevenaer  
A man of dialogue 
 
Andreas D’Souza 
A boy from God’s country 
 
Michel Lagarde 
Teaching the religion of others 
 
Christopher Lamb   
An engagement with Islam 
 
Patrick Ryan    
Liminality: living on borders 
 
Thomas Michel 
Growing in love and truth with Muslims 
 
Sebastiano D’Ambra  
An inter-faith experience of dialogue as love in action, silence and harmony 
 
Giuseppe Scattolin 
Spiritual paths as ways of dialogue 
 
Emilio Platti 
A Dominican friar in a land of immigration and in a land of Islam 
 
 



Jane McAuliffe 
How did you end up in Islamic studies? 
 
Francesco Zannini 
A call to Muslim-Christian dialogue 
 
C.T.R. Hewer 
Grace builds on nature 
 
Daniel Madigan 
A lenten journey 
 
Joseph Ellul 
Journeying towards God 
 
Felix Körner 
“From the brook by the path”: formation and transformation in meeting 
Muslims 
 
David Marshall 
Intelligence, humility and confidence: an agenda for Christian engagement with 
Islam. 
 
Published by Fordham University Press, New York, in hardback only initially, 
isbn 978-0-8232-4319-8 (320 pages). The book is available through bookshops  
and at various prices with different online booksellers; one might like to visit 
one of the book price comparison sites such as www.bookbutler.com to see 
what is available. 
  
From January 2013, the book will also be available electronically to 
participating libraries on the University Press Scholarship Online platform.  
This is a joint effort by several university presses, of which Fordham is one.  
To find out more about this please go to www.universitypressscholarship.com 
 
“Unlike any other volume in the field of Christian-Muslim Relations, this book 
gathers the accumulated wisdom of three generations of Christian scholars of 
Islam of how their research, teaching, ministry, friendship with Muslims, and 
experiences in dialogue and relations have deeply affected their lives and 
greatly influenced their work. Such a collection of fascinating personal 
narratives, especially by the many who have inspired others to Christian-
Muslim relations and Islamic studies, allows glimpses and not a few insights 
into the learning and the experience behind some of the best work by these 
contributors.” 
—John Borelli, Georgetown University 
 


